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FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UN, FAO, AORG 

SUBJECT: AGRICULTURE AND UN OVERVIEW COMMITTEE 

REF: A) ROME 9405; B) HOLMESAVOLF/COHNELECON 5/23; 

C) USUN 1947 AND 2125 (REPEATED INFO ROME ) 

1 . UNGA'S "OVERVIEW COMMITTEE" (FORMAL TITLE: "COMMITTEE 
ESTABLISHED UNDER GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 32/174") 

HELD ITS FIRST SUBSTANTIVE MEETING MAY 3-13. MAY 13 PLENARY 
AGREED ON PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 5-15 MEETING TO 
INCLUDE SPEC I IIC ITEMS ON "MEASURES REGARDING WORLD FOOD 
PROBLEMS AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT", INDUSTRIALIZATION, 
AND PROBLEMS OF THE LEAST DEVELOPED, LANDLOCKED AND ISLAND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LDCS. 

2. COMMITTEE'S MANDATE PER RESOLUTION 32/174 IS TO 
"...ASSIST THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY ACTING AS THE FOCAL 
POINT IN: (A) OBSERVING AND MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF DECISIONS AND AGREEMENTS REACHED IN THE NEGOTIATIONS ON 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER 
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IN THE APPROPRIATE BODIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM; 

(B) PROVIDING IMPETUS FOR RESOLVING DIFFICULTIES IN 
NEGOTIATIONS AND FOR ENCOURAGING THE CONTINUING WORK IN 

THOSE BODIES; (C) SERVING, WHERE APPROPRIATE, AS A FORUM 
FOR FACILITATING AND EXPEDITING AGREEMENT ON THE RESOLUTION 
OF OUTSTANDING ISSUES; (D) EXPLORING AND EXCHANGING VIEWS 
ON GLOBAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND PRIORITIES' 1 . 

3. THUS, WHILE NOT DENIGRATING THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL OR OTHER AGENCIES OF THE UN 
SYSTEM, THE COMMITTEE MAY TAKE UP WHATEVER ECONOMIC AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL SUBJECTS ITS MEMBERSHIP (I.E., ALL 149 

UN MEMBERS PLUS SWITZERLAND) AGREES TO TAKE UP. OUR 
STRONGLY HELD POSITION IS, HOWEVER, THAT ITS ROLE SHOULD 
BE TO MONITOR AND FACILITATE AND THAT IT SHOULD NOT PRE- 
EMPT THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF OTHER AGENCIES NOR INTERFERE 
IN THEIR NEGOTIATING AND IMPLEMENTING PROCESSES. 

4. FAO SUBMITTED PAPER TO THE MAY MEETING OF THE OVER- 
VIEW COMMITTEE UNDER A)" WITH TITLE "STATE OF IMPLEMENTA- 
TION OF DECISIONS AND AGREEMENTS ON INTERNATIONAL ACTION 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
ORDER IN FOOD AND AGRICULTURE, CONTAINED IN 9ESOLUTIONS 
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (GA), WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE (WFC), 
WORLD FOOD COUNCIL (WFCL), FAO CONFERENCE (FAOC) AND FAO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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COUNCIL (FAOCL)", DOCUMENT A/AC.191/8. (THIS DOCUMENT 
TOGETHER WITH COPIES OF ADDITIONAL CABLES POUCHED FODAG 
MAY 22.) FURTHER DOCUMENTATION FROM FAO AND RELATED 
AGENCIES WILL DOUBTLESS BE PREPARED FOR THE COMMITTEE'S 
SEPTEMBER MEETING. 

5. WE WOULD NOT ANTICIPATE A FURTHER SPECIAL AGENDA ITEM 
ON FOOD AND AGRICULTURE DURING THE REMAINING LIFE OF THE 
COMMITTEE, WHICH ENDS WITH ITS FINAL REPORT TO A SPECIAL 
UNGA SESSION ON DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION IN 1980. HOWEVER, SOME ASPECTS COULD COME UP 
UNDER ONE OF THE MORE GENERAL ITEMS AS IN THE CASE OF THE 
MAY MEETING. 
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REF: A) ROME 9405; B) HOLMESAVOLF/COHNELECON 5/23; 

C) USUN 1947 AND 2125 (REPEATED INFO ROME ) 

1 . UNGA'S "OVERVIEW COMMITTEE" (FORMAL TITLE: "COMMITTEE 
ESTABLISHED UNDER GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 32/174") 
HELD ITS FIRST SUBSTANTIVE MEETING MAY 3-13. MAY 13 PLENARY 
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AGREED ON PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 5-15 MEETING TO 
INCLUDE SPECIFIC ITEMS ON "MEASURES REGARDING WORLD FOOD 
PROBLEMS AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT", INDUSTRIALIZATION, 
AND PROBLEMS OF THE LEAST DEVELOPED, LANDLOCKED AND ISLAND 
LDC'S. 

2. COMMITTEE'S MANDATE PER RESOLUTION 32/174 IS TO 
"...ASSIST THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY ACTING AS THE FOCAL 
POINT IN: (A) OBSERVING AND MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF DECISIONS AND AGREEMENTS REACHED IN THE NEGOTIATIONS ON 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER 
IN THE APPROPRIATE BODIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM; 

(B) PROVIDING IMPETUS FOR RESOLVING DIFFICULTIES IN 
NEGOTIATIONS AND FOR ENCOURAGING THE CONTINUING WORK IN 

THOSE BODIES; (C) SERVING, WHERE APPROPRIATE, AS A FORUM 
FOR FACILITATING AND EXPEDITING AGREEMENT ON THE RESOLUTION 
OF OUTSTANDING ISSUES; (D) EXPLORING AND EXCHANGING VIEWS 
ON GLOBAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AND PRIORITIES". 

3. THUS, WHILE NOT DENIGRATING THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL OR OTHER AGENCIES OF THE UN 
SYSTEM, THE COMMITTEE MAY TAKE UP WHATEVER ECONOMIC AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL SUBJECTS ITS MEMBERSHIP (I.E., ALL 149 

UN MEMBERS PLUS SWITZERLAND) AGREES TO TAKE UP. OUR 
STRONGLY HELD POSITION IS, HOWEVER, THAT ITS ROLE SHOULD 
BE TO MONITOR AND FACILITATE AND THAT IT SHOULD NOT PRE- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 STATE 137424 

EMPT THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF OTHER AGENCIES NOR INTERFERE 
IN THEIR NEGOTIATING AND IMPLEMENTING PROCESSES. 

4. FAO SUBMITTED PAPER TO THE MAY MEETING OF THE OVER- 
VIEW COMMITTEE UNDER A)" WITH TITLE "STATE OF IMPLEMENTA- 
TION OF DECISIONS AND AGREEMENTS ON INTERNATIONAL ACTION 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
ORDER IN FOOD AND AGRICULTURE, CONTAINED IN 9ESOLUTIONS 
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (GA), WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE (WFC), 
WORLD FOOD COUNCIL (WFCL), FAO CONFERENCE (FAOC) AND FAO 
COUNCIL (FAOCL)", DOCUMENT A/AC.191/8. (THIS DOCUMENT 
TOGETHER WITH COPIES OF ADDITIONAL CABLES POUCHED FODAG 
MAY 22.) FURTHER DOCUMENTATION FROM FAO AND RELATED 
AGENCIES WILL DOUBTLESS BE PREPARED FOR THE COMMITTEE'S 
SEPTEMBER MEETING. 

5. WE WOULD NOT ANTICIPATE A FURTHER SPECIAL AGENDA ITEM 
ON FOOD AND AGRICULTURE DURING THE REMAINING LIFE OF THE 
COMMITTEE, WHICH ENDS WITH ITS FINAL REPORT TO A SPECIAL 
UNGA SESSION ON DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION IN 1980. HOWEVER, SOME ASPECTS COULD COME UP 
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UNDER ONE OF THE MORE GENERAL ITEMS AS IN THE CASE OF THE 
MAY MEETING. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE VANCE 
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